ConneXions (IDP4O) Program Outline 
This interdisciplinary studies program develops students’ knowledge and skills beyond the scope of individual disciplines to solve problems, make decisions, and present new findings within the fields of social justice and global citizenship. An important emphasis will be placed on developing information literacy, applying comprehensive research skills and knowledge, and synthesizing methodologies and insights from a variety of disciplines—mainly History, Geography, Spanish, Literature and Media Studies—to develop critical and creative thinking skills. The expectations of the Interdisciplinary (IDS4O) and Geography (CGU4U/C) credits will be met through the following units. The English (ENG4C/U) will follow them more loosely, primarily maintaining emphasis on the theme of unit one.
	Unit 1
 The Western Worldview: Capitalism and Democracy  (4 weeks)

  Interdisciplinary Studies                                      Geography                                         English

	· a study of core concepts, and vocabulary
· otherness: western views of other communities and people
· interdisciplinary research skills, products & case studies about capitalism
Resources: “Sentry”, “Borders”, selected poems, songs and essays, The Motorcycle Diaries, Machuca 
	· world map: Commonwealth, Francophonie, Spanish & Portuguese-speaking countries, G8
· strategies for inquiry and analyzing 
· political-economic spectrum and alternative spectra
· globalization, transnational corporations, World Trade Org.
Resources: Articles from Global Voices, The Corporation, Capitalism, A Love Story, The Story of Stuff, Big Sugar

	· a study of core concepts, and vocabulary
· otherness: views on Western society and otherness
· a study of writing tools: methods, styles and devices
Resources: Selected poems such as “The World if Too Much With Us”, songs, and essays


	Unit 2
  European Imperialism: Africa and the Caribbean from 1492 to the present (4 weeks)

   Interdisciplinary Studies                                      Geography                                         English

	· Capitalist foundations
· Columbus and the Tainos on Hispaniola
· Haitian independence
Resources: Rethinking Columbus, Island Beneath the Sea, National Geographic  
	· Focus on food and agriculture
· Imperialism, slavery and the sugar plantation economy
· Neo-imperialism: Landgrabbing
· Alternative capitalism: organic farming, Fair Trade, Microfinance 
Resources: CBC Dispatches,   

Big Sugar, Onslaughter
	· a study of writing tools: methods, styles and devices
Resources: The Book of Negroes, Amazing Grace


	Unit 3   European Imperialism: South America from 1400 to the present (4 weeks)

Interdisciplinary Studies                                      Geography                                         English

	· First Nations myths
· European explorers & the Spanish Conquest of the Inca Empire
· Resistance and revolutionary movements
Resources: Voice of Fire, Latin American History,  The Mission
	· Inca empire: development
· Natural resources from early imperialism to the present in Ecuador, Bolivia, and Peru
· Resistance and revolutionary movements
Resources: news articles, UN Declaration

	· a study of writing tools: methods, styles and devices
Resources: The Book of Negroes, ISU novels


	Unit 4  European Imperialism: The Americas & the Caribbean from 1600 to the present (2 weeks)

Interdisciplinary Studies                                      Geography                                         English

	2 case studies: literature, music 

· Garifuna 1600- present
· Acadia 1604- present
Core Resources  Texts: “The Great Disturbance According to Belonie”, excerpts from Evangeline and selected non-fiction 
	Change, migration and adaptation in 3 case studies:

· Garifuna 1630- present
· Acadians 1604- present
· Maya 100 AD- present,
Culminating Inquiry-based project

Core Resources : The Ancient Maya, National Geographic articles, ROM gallery guide, websites
	· a study of writing tools: methods, styles and devices
Core Resources: ISU novels, selected poems and essays


Major Evaluations (Formative Assessments, collectively worth about 20% in each course, are not listed)
IDS4U: Interdisciplinary Studies

· Spanish quizzes (10%)

· Spanish dialogues, autobiography, biography (5%) 

· Independent Film analysis presentation (8%)

· 3 Personal Response Journal Entries (Informal essays) (12%)

· Short Story book: the interdisciplinary product  (10%)

· Social Justice Research Presentation (10%)

Culminating Evaluation

· IDS culminating assignment (web page related to English ISU novel (30%)

CGU4U: World Geography: Human Patterns and Interactions

· Oral Cooperative Food Presentation (5%)

· 3 Personal Response Journal Entries (12%)

· Analytical Questions (5%)

· Test (10%)

· Geographic Analysis of Ecuador trip (12%)

Culminating Evaluation

· Culminating Research Assignment (15%)

· formal exam (10%)

ENG 4U: English

· Poetry Presentation (10%), Song Presentation (ENG) (5%)

· Personal Response Journal Entry (Informal essays) (10%)

· 2 Formal Essays (20%)

Culminating Evaluation

· ISU- Independent Novel Study Unit Essay (15%)

· formal exam (10%)

· Media Presentation (5%)

ConneXions

· Connecting disciplines: History, Geography, English and Languages
· Connecting cultures: Canadian, Latin American, Ecuadorean Quechua 
· Connecting people: Waterdown students with each other and with host families

Why spell connections with an ‘X’?

1. The Spanish spelling of connections:

2. From north to south and south to north:

3. A meeting point, a nexus, or a significant place:

4. The ‘x-ing out’ symbolizing one’s opposition to something: 

